Universal Taxi Reference Group Update November 2007

Thank you to all those who contributed to the petitions to Parliament that People With Disabilities (WA) Inc recently coordinated on the need for a universally accessible taxi service. 
People with disabilities continue to raise the problems with the current MPT service with our organisation. This long-standing problem led to PWD(WA) co-ordinating three types of petitions calling on the Western Australian Government to introduce a universal taxi service accessible for all passengers and investigate the benefits of doing so through a Legislative Council Inquiry.  

The Legislative Assembly was petitioned on this issue by 849 people, including 6 individual petitioners who outlined their specific concerns to illustrate the problem in practical and personal terms. Where practicable the individual’s MPs were invited to table the petition of their local constituent.
The Hon Ken Travers MLC, tabled the petition to the Legislative Council of the Parliament of Western Australia requesting an Inquiry into the issue on 19 September 2007. This petition contained 84 people’s signatures.
As a result of the petition to the Legislative Council PWD(WA) was invited to make a submission to the Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs who will determine whether an Inquiry is held. This submission was presented during November. We shall keep you posted on the outcomes of this submission.

People with disabilities have the right to be as independent as possible. PWD(WA) believes a universally accessible taxi fleet is the most appropriate long-term solution to this inequitable situation. A universal system would enable people with disabilities to safely travel when and where they choose. Improving the booking process and availability of taxis would provide a dignified, equitable and independent service available to all taxi users, regardless of needs. 

It is well known that large waiting time discrepancies currently exist between standard taxi waiting times and MPTs. (You can view the latest taxi service standards industry quarterly report at http://www.dpi.wa.gov.au/mediaFiles/taxis_MinRepQ42006.pdf). This disadvantage affects a person with a disability’s right to fully participate in the life of the community. It inhibits work, recreation, medical and/or social activities and opportunities. A universally accessible taxi fleet would ensure all Western Australians have equal access to taxi services. 
PWD(WA)’s approach on this issue, including the idea of establishing the Universal Taxi Reference Group, has been guided by the thorough research and passionate advocacy of PWD(WA) member Frankie Bav. Frankie died following a battle with cancer on Thursday 13 December but we will continue to pursue this issue with passion and vigour! 
